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JAPAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN MIDST OF 4 MONTH PLAN 


Under the 4 month plan drawn up at the August meeting of the Japan 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Sept. and Oct. are the months to concentrate 
on though leaders training meetings in each of the 7 districts of Japan. 
These meetings are going forward, and by Dec. the Church hopes to have 
concrete results from these and the rest of their evangelistic campaign. 


The two-pronged campaign will 2 aim toactivate church members t2 ac- 
cept their responsibility for individual evangélism and to encourage them 
to hold amall neighborhood meetings in their own homed. Both of these 
are being emphasized in the current leadership training meetings. The lav- 
men who attend these meetings will be briefed not only on visitaion evan-~ 
gelism, but also on stewardship, and the current movement for union among 
the various Lutheran groups in Japan. 


The campaign will draw te a climax during the Christmas season, when 
the individual efforts will be supplemented by mass meetings starting with 
the Sunday of November. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF LUTHERAN WOMEN'S GROUPS HOLUS CONFERENCE 


The triennial conference of the Women's Societys of the Lutheran 
Churches was held in Hakata Church Kyushu from Sept. 14-16. The women ple 
ged cooperation in the 4 month evangelistic campaign this wall, and discuss 
ed especially at their meeting the problem of putting a Christian "face" 
on the family. 


LIFE aND WORK DEPARTMENT OF CENTENNanY COMMISSION HCLOS CONFEREDMCE 


Ptewretauton Of Social Work institutions to the church im Japan, and 
the necessity for producing a more vital Christian impact on the community 
were the key points in discussions aut the Centennury Commission Life and 
Work Dept. Conference this month. The conference was held from Oct, 13-14 
at Amagi Sanso, Yugashima, and was attended by about 50 social workers, 


' Recommendations of the conference to the executive committee of the 
Centennary Commission were as follows: 


a) Gilet yation ofa spirit of service for s 
ocial welfare among church 
members , and the training of laymen in this respect. 
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2. wncourage more discussions of mutual problems between the churches and 

social work institutions to further mutual understanding. 

3. Encourage church members to cooperate with social werkers by taking or- 
phans into their homes to raise when possible. 

Purr omnoue service projects by Women's Society's, Youth Groups, :end. 
5. Encourage more Christian young men to go into "the field of socias- work. 
6. Insist that social workers be not only avowed Christians but practicing 
Charistians.. . 

7. search for a suitable strategy whereby the church and social work in- 

_ stitutes Can go 2perate to penetrate more deeply into conmunity life. 


speakers ut the conference were lir. Keichiro Shimada, professor of socia. 


work at Doshisha University, and Noberu Niwa, executive trustee of the San 
Iku Kai Hospital Tokyo. Prof. Shimada spoke on the relation of the churches 


to social work, and Niwa who had attended the 17th Intermational Social 
Work Conference in Toronto this summer gave a report of the conference. 


THE JAPAN BaPTIST HOSPITAL 


The Japan Baptist Hospital (Nihon Baputesuto Byoin) is one of the more 
recently organized Christian institutions in Japan. The efficial opefing 
Of the clinic took place January 26, 1954, and the ground breakines for the 
. new wing was held on August 31, 1954. 


(The hospital is located at 2-47 Yama No Moto Cho, Kitashirakawa, Sakyo- 
hupeimeuOn lems nestied on the south side of a foothill of the Higashiyama 
range in a quiet residential section of town. The beautiful grounds and 
gorgeous vieware attributes beyond worldly measurenient. ) 


The Hospital is the property of the Japan Baptist Convention (Nihon 
Baputesuto Remmei) but is jointly sponsored and supported by the Southern 
Baptist Convention of the United States and the Japan Baptist Convention. 
it is hoped, that it will become a self-supporting non-profit institution. 

The purpose of the hospital is three-fold: 

tT. To act as. an agent for direct evangelism through the media of its 
Christian personnel, 

(ato supply a’cource of adequate medical cure with a Christian enviro: 
ment for Christian pastors, workers, . and missionaries; thus enab.- 
ing them to perform more efficiently their task in the Christian 
euverprise, 

oa 10) serd-out from its walls trained Christian nurses, technicians, 
and doctors who will propagate the principles of a Christian hospit 
into whatever institution they enter. 


iG is not the primary purpose of the hospital to provide charity servile 
to the indigent; although, as much charity ae AS is financially possible 
Waereverdone. Pastors, missionries, and their families, however, will 
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The hospital wiil be a general hospital. in professional character. At 
taenoresent time the stafi consists of two obstetricia ee enue) one 
urclogist-dermotologist, one pediatrician and one s‘ecinlist in internal 
medicine. All the staff has had specialized trainin= in ae respective 
peewee Viti she arrival from the States in) 1y0: «sf «a pediatrician and 
géneral surgeon with trainins i: neurosurgery, the posvital will, have three 
Uapenese and four Americai: doctors working toretncr in ius vuricus depart- 
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The marsing statil consists of two American nurses with graduate train- 
ingvend threes vapanese nurses. Next year one additional American nursé, {no 
in language sbudy tn kvo) will join the group. No application for 4fiploy 
hene on ane Geparciens is accepted unless the person has been a professing 
eee ce A imem of tie year. it 2s hoped that in this way the char 
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Peet alien a nursins wchool and intern training program, 

Se pre ste th] : a elinic in near-by villages. 

6, Ss nospltal, (At present tuberculous pa- 
. 34 foe se cepy., | 

eee eit a Vwentby (oO cbirty bed general hospital in July 1955, in- 


fotewuer, oO beds to firey by the end of 1955, and to 
we by 


C6 oe OL QS5 After that to increase the bed 
ey eee oa LNG) tine a nursing school will be opened. 
"O ulsimacely have a heypital with a maximum capacity of 130 beds. 


The oressnt hospital consists of an out-patient clinic ‘and in-patient 
department with faciiities for @gi:ivery and elective minor surgery. 
Until July i955 the hospital wijj be undergoing a major building and remode 
Pime program so that it will mo: be possible vo offer now as complete fa- 
Cre iesias 2t will in the future. 


(It is hoped that this inst.tution will be of service to both Japanese 
eeowm@ieerCneries as we seek tc witness to the live of God.) 


AVACO PLaNS BRANCH FILM LIBRAKIE:: 


During tne last few weeks Mr, Mathew Ogawa, Executive Secretary of The 
Audio-visual Aids Commission of tie N.C.C. has been carrying on discussions 
Goward the establishment of branc; film libraries in various parts of Japar 
Mr. Ogawa announced last Friday, ‘hat the obstacles are being overcome and 
Eiaeee service wail soon be open to churches, school and individuals who are 
too far away from Tokyo to be effectively served by the central library. 


AG -tirst. branches will be established in Sendai, to the northeast, 
and Oseka and Hircshima, to the, sovuntiwest. Later, it is hoped that addi- 
tional branches can be establisned ay Fukuoka, on the island of Kyushu; at 
Sapporo, on the northern island of Hokkaido, and at Nagoya. These six 
branches will bring A-V aids within convenient reach of almost ever 
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in Java, 


These branches will not attempt 


: , : : fo keep all film strs : 
tneluding kamishibai , stock, : | Strips and films in 


but can carry fairly complete stock of inex- 
ie others £-om central office on short notice. {I 
ee Aon, i 83 eu of sending expensiv; films to the branches on rotation is 
ae at iets pee loral conmittee will contact churches ; 
eMgaraens to plan in advance tls eff i ‘Ma j 
during a &lven week. The libraries wil? Sa aol ee oe cA. 
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KANSAI TO BE SCENE Ok SPECIAL 


A special evengelistic campaign for 


Kansai area is being planne 
Japan. The Blind Council will cooperate wit 
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EVANGELISTIC CAMPAIGN FOR 


Campaign. The campaign 


special meetings to be held by blind 
resent 100,000 blind in Japan of 
Council which consists of twenty-si 


from the Interboard Committee ana the Mi 
f evangelical work f< 


jl plans to compile a history ° 


connection with the Centenary Movement, 


d by the Council of fpyangelism for t 


BLIND 


will feature retreats, felle 


pastors. 


whom 2000 are Christ 


KX member groups * 
iton Society of 


naa 
he oh 


